
Isaiah 12:1-6  (ESV) 
12 You will say in that day: “I will give thanks to 
you, O LORD, for though you were angry with 
me, your anger turned away, that you might 
comfort me. 2 “Behold, God is my salvation; I 
will trust, and will not be afraid; for the LORD 
GOD is my strength and my song, and he has 
become my salvation.” 3 With joy you will draw 
water from the wells of salvation. 4 And you will 
say in that day: “Give thanks to the LORD, call 
upon his name, make known his deeds among 
the peoples, proclaim that his name is exalted. 
5 “Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done 
gloriously; let this be made known in all the 
earth. 6 Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of 
Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of 
Israel.” 
 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 (ESV) 
16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one 
according to the flesh. Even though we once 
regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard 
him thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come. 18 All this is 
from God, who through Christ reconciled us to 
himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 
19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world 
to himself, not counting their trespasses against 
them, and entrusting to us the message of 
reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors 
for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We 
implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 
God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who 
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 
 

Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 (ESV) 
15 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all 
drawing near to hear him. 2 And the Pharisees 
and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man 
receives sinners and eats with them.” 3 So he 
told them this parable: 11 And he said, “There 
was a man who had two sons. 12 And the 
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give 
me the share of property that is coming to me.’ 
And he divided his property between them. 
13 Not many days later, the younger son 
gathered all he had and took a journey into a 
far country, and there he squandered his 

property in reckless living. 14 And when he had 
spent everything, a severe famine arose in that 
country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he 
went and hired himself out to one of the 
citizens of that country, who sent him into his 
fields to feed pigs. 16 And he was longing to be 
fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one 
gave him anything.17 “But when he came to 
himself, he said, ‘How many of my father's 
hired servants have more than enough bread, 
but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and 
go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and before you. 
19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son. 
Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ 
20 And he arose and came to his father. But 
while he was still a long way off, his father saw 
him and felt compassion, and ran and 
embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son 
said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy 
to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to 
his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and 
put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and 
shoes on his feet. 23 And bring the fattened calf 
and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24 For 
this my son was dead, and is alive again; he 
was lost, and is found.’ And they began to 
celebrate.25 “Now his older son was in the field, 
and as he came and drew near to the house, 
he heard music and dancing. 26 And he called 
one of the servants and asked what these 
things meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your 
brother has come, and your father has killed 
the fattened calf, because he has received him 
back safe and sound.’ 28 But he was angry and 
refused to go in. His father came out and 
entreated him, 29 but he answered his father, 
‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I 
never disobeyed your command, yet you never 
gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with 
my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came, 
who has devoured your property with prostitutes, 
you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31 And he said 
to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that 
is mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to celebrate and 
be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is 
alive; he was lost, and is found.’” 
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In the Name of Jesus 

Theme of the Day ~ Jesus Christ Has Reconciled Us to the Father.  God the 
Father has opened His heart to us in love. While we were “still a long way off,” 
He saw us and “felt compassion” (Luke 15:20). Therefore, He gave His only 
begotten Son for us, making “him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21). By the ministry of 
reconciliation, He runs to us, embraces us in mercy and clothes us with His 
glory as beloved sons in Christ Jesus. And so we give thanks unto the Lord our 
God, who has taken away our sins and turned His anger from us (Is. 12:1). 
Because He has become our salvation, our strength and our song, we “will trust, 
and will not be afraid” (Is. 12:2). 

ORDER OF SERVICE Divine Service Setting Three p. 184 

OPENING HYMN “Just As I Am, Without One Plea” LSB 570 

SERMON HYMN “Today Your Mercy Calls Us” LSB 915 

SERMON “Celebrating Prodigals’ Return”  Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

CLOSING HYMN “Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” LSB 528 

 
Pastor  Paul Hauser       
Organist    Tami Mosher 
Elder/Reader Frank Yell   
A/V Paul Bohn 
Ushers         Marc Pinet & Frank Yell   
Altar Guild   Irene Kruth & Michelle Klemish  
Greeters Jeanne Kade & Maxine Diener 

 
 

 Our Measure of Love and Gifts 
Attendance last week – 74   Lent 26  Needed for The Lord’s Work at Zion $4,504 ~ 
Received for the Lord’s Work $4,418,  Loose Plate $66, Envelopes $3,211, Mission 
$70, Maintenance $171, Pars. Rent $900. 

Please pray for your fellow Christians on their birthday  Apr 5- Mary Hollingsworth; 
Apr 8- Nancy Deibel; Apr 9- Ryan Hilbrandt; Apr 10- Adam Beyersdorf, Beth Hagarty; 
Apr 11- Carol Card (her 80th), Travis Yell.  

 

 

Today’s Memory Verse ~ “He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for 
our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and by His wounds 
we are healed.” Isaiah 53:5 

The 2018 Thrivent Choice Dollars can be designated until March 31, 2019 (today)! 
You can call 1-800-847-4836, at the prompt say “Thrivent Choice” and a Thrivent 
representative will help you OR you can go online at Thrivent.com and click on My 
Thrivent to direct Choice Dollars; follow the prompts to log in and find what you need to 
know. Check Zion Lutheran Church, Hemlock, MI. 

Yarn Play at St. Mark will be held on Monday, April 1, 6:30pm. All crafters welcome! 
Even if you don’t use yarn, come and bring another craft and join us for fellowship on 
the first Monday of the month! St Mark Lutheran Church and Preschool, 2565 N Miller 
Rd, Saginaw. Info: Karin 928-7548 or Tina 996-0199. 

Resources for Rachel ~ Door offering next Sunday following the worship service 
supporting Rachel Meyer. Follow her on Face book “Missionary Meyer in Uganda”. 
Rachel’s email is Rachel.Meyer@LCMS.org if you would like to email her. We have 
committed to support Rachel in Uganda for another year.  

Euchre Tournament at Bethlehem Lutheran in Saginaw on April 6th from 6-8pm. Early 
bird pricing (through 3/29): $15 ea. /2 for $25 or $20 Per Person at the Door. Each 
Player Competes as an individual. To purchase tickets, visit the school office 7:30am-
3:30pm. Admission includes a sloppy joe meal and a chance to compete for prizes. All 
proceeds benefit the Bethlehem Lutheran Athletics program. For more information 
contact the school office (989) 755-1144.  

 “A Portrayal of the Last Supper” will be held on Friday, April 12 at 7:00 p.m. An 
amazing group of actors portraying the Last Supper Jesus shared with His disciples. 
Music, song & theatrical performance. Come and meet the Apostles like you’ve never 
seen them before at St. John XXIII Parish, (St. Mary Church) 151 St. Marys Drive, 
Hemlock.  

Cemetery Decorations ~ The St. Peter Trustees are reminding those who have loved 
ones buried in our Richland Lutheran Cemetery that all grave blankets must be 
removed no later than Palm Sunday, April 14, as per the cemetery rules that became 
effective January 1, 2015.   

The Tri City Good Friday Worship Service will be held on April 19, 2019 at the 
Horizon Conference Center in Saginaw Township at 1:00 pm. The Rev. Dr. Michael 
Zeigler will be the guest speaker. He is with Lutheran Hour Ministries as the Speaker of 
the Lutheran Hour. If you would like to donate to help underwrite the cost of this 
service, contact Jerry Neuenfeldt. Checks should be made out to “Good Friday 
Service”.  

Lenten Yard Crosses are available in the narthex if you have misplaced yours or have 
given it to a friend.  
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